Housing We Can Be Proud Off, Housing That One Can Live In
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (12/10) – In a bold move that Shammon Walker of
Young Community Developers (YCD) called, "Affordable housing that we can be
proud off, affordable housing that we can live in...", AMCAL Multi-Housing, one of
California’s leading builders of workforce and affordable housing, is starting
construction on 60 affordable family apartments at The San Francisco Shipyard
development in southeast San Francisco. AMCAL is building the affordable
project in partnership with Young Community Developers (YCD), a San
Francisco nonprofit that provides training and support for residents of Bayview
Hunters Point. AMCAL has contracted with Cahill General Contractors to
construct the apartments.
Manny Flores, retired Board member of the Young Community Developers
(YCD), said of the development,"It's really important. It's all important. It's
means jobs for the community. It means jobs for young people who live here.
That's the key to this project. It's what it's about. Most workers on this project
don't have to travel far. It means good paying jobs with benefits, which are much
needed especially in this area. And this is one of the areas in the city that has
arrived at a crossroads over the past few years..."
“AMCAL’s 35 years of experience and proven expertise in the affordable housing
sector underscore our own principles of delivering housing with quality, value and
integrity” said Kofi Bonner, President of Lennar Urban. “With this project, we’ll be
able to deliver affordable housing earlier than expected.’’
The project will be affordable to households earning no more than 50 percent of
the San Francisco median income. The building is scheduled to be completed in
2016. “We are thrilled to be partnering with Lennar Urban and to make an
important contribution to the Hunters Point community,” said Percival Vaz,
AMCAL CEO. “San Francisco’s hard-working residents deserve well-designed
affordable housing near jobs and transit, and we are delighted that our team is
able to collaborate with the City to make it a reality.” When asked about how
important the project was to the city, Vaz said,"It's extremely important. It's the
first affordable housing project to be constructed in the shipyard. This is a
housing project that has been designed and built for them,.. There maybe a few
projects like this in the Bay Area, but this is the first in the shipyard..."
Charmaine Atherton, Senior Vice-President of Community Development Banking
for Bank of America/Merrill Lynch spoke to the importance of the project
saying,"This means housing for people who would otherwise be unable to afford
to live in the city. Every affordable housing unit already has thousands of
applicants in order to select from, so when someone gets affordable housing, it's
like you have won the lottery. This housing allows qualified families to purchase
a home at 1/2 the median price, and in some cases as little as c. 73% of the
market value for the homes...." Stephanie Oliveras of Los Angeles, Senior Vice-

President of Credit, Bank of America/ Merrill Lynch also made the case"This
neighborhood certainly needs this project. This project will have a great impact.
It is already creating jobs for the neighborhood, it will bring diversity to the area,
and if you walk around here, you will see that it will have a positive impact, giving
people pride and beauty to the neighborhood, and to the people who live here...."
San Francisco Mayor Edwin Lee (D-CA) said of the project, "It's a good time for
the city. It's a good time for the city to get together with families, but most of all it
is a good time to get things done for residents. This is just Phase I for 100%
affordable housing for San Francisco, and that's a great holiday story!"
AMCAL’s development is part of the inclusionary affordable housing in Lennar
Urban’s first phase of development. Also, it is the first significant affordable
housing in the master plan for the redevelopment of Hunters Point ShipyardCandlestick Point, the largest redevelopment effort in San Francisco history.
Lennar is providing a $10 million construction subsidy and the site infrastructure.
"YCD is excited to be a partner in construction of the first affordable housing
units available to the community,’’ said YCD Executive Director Shamann
Walton. “We look forward to making sure that residents in the Bayview are a part
of the project and have access to living in the new apartments."
The project will consist of 60 affordable apartments, which include one, two, and
three-bedroom units. The site is 22,433 square feet, and the property will total
82,000 square feet of residential building. The project is at 350 Friedell Street.
“As someone who lived in San Francisco for six years, went to college at San
Francisco State University and studied the Hunters Point community, it is thrilling
for me to be part of this transformation of the Shipyard,” said Robert Baca,
Development Manager at AMCAL Multi-Housing. “I know the community and
future residents will be as proud of these apartment homes as I am. ’’Robert
Baca also noted,"I know my staff is tired of hearing me make the comparison of
this project to professional sports, but I would like to proudly make the
comparison to the 2012 San Francisco 49ers, and say that this team has been
like a Colin Kaepernick, in the sense that it has been unbelievable in what it has
been able to achieve!"
The project is being developed in cooperation with the San Francisco Office of
Community Investment and Infrastructure, which is the successor to the San
Francisco Redevelopment Agency.
“Post-redevelopment – OCII continues to excel with important projects reaching
those who would otherwise be left with little or no choice for safe, affordable
housing,’’ said Tiffany Bohee, Executive Director of OCII. “This project is another
step toward Mayor Lee’s goal of increasing the amount of affordable housing in
our city.’’

The apartment building, which is designed by David Baker Architects and
Interstice Architects, will have one level of concrete parking structure with four
levels of living space. The garage level will provide 45 parking spaces as well as
110 bike spaces. Common spaces will include four community rooms and
lounges, laundry, a common space kitchen as well as offices for onsite property
management. The top level will have an open-air deck; landscaped courtyards
will be on the podium level.
The master plan for The San Francisco Shipyard and adjacent Candlestick Point
includes 12,000 homes, three million square feet of office space, an urban outlet
center, local retail, restaurants, a theater and performing arts space. Plans are in
place to create 326 acres of parks and open space at the sites.
Based in Agoura Hills, CA, AMCAL Multi-Housing, Inc. has developed quality
housing throughout California since 1978. Nationally recognized for its expertise
in the workforce housing, including family and senior apartments, AMCAL has
received honors from leading magazines and associations including Multifamily
Executive for Editors’ Choice and Project of the Year – Best Mixed-Income,
NAHB for Innovation in Workforce Housing, and the Kennedy Commission in
Orange County. AMCAL also provides housing solutions for leading market-rate
developers to fulfill local inclusionary housing requirements. Since 1995, AMCAL
and AMCAL General Contractors have completed over 50 affordable housing
communities. Since 2003, AMCAL has been awarded over $392 million in lowincome housing tax credits. The value of AMCAL developments currently under
construction exceeds $136 million. For more information on AMCAL, please visit
their social media pages at www.facebook.com/amcalhousing,
www.twitter.com/AMCALMFH and the corporate website
www.amcalhousing.com.
Young Community Developers, Inc. (YCD) is a 36 year old 501c (3) community
based organization that provides a variety of training and support opportunities
for residents of the Bayview Hunters Point neighborhood of San Francisco. Per
year some eighteen hundred individuals (1,800) receive employment and training
related services through YCD. The targeted population is among the hardest to
serve. Over the years YCD has successfully operated both educational and
employment based training opportunities for residents of the Southeast Sector.
The event was hosted by Le Blanc & Associates, led by Brigette Le Blanc.
LeBlanc and Associates has proven their ability to balance priorities, meet tight
deadlines, and produce exceptional quality outcomes for events and meetings.
The firm has built a reputation for impeccable attention to details, thriving in high
pressure environments and keeping an eye on the bottom line. LeBlanc and
Associates, LLC is one of the progressive stakeholders influencing the cultures of
the community and setting new expectations project by project.
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